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Regulatory reform is vital for financial stability, panelists say
There is no single villain in the story of 

the recent global financial crisis, and no 
quick or easy path to recovery.

And while the U.S. government and the 
international community have contained 
some of the damage, the crisis may become 
what Jonathan Kirshner, professor of gov-
ernment and director of the Peace Studies 
Program, called “a victim of its own success 
... just bad enough not to allow for the truly 
fundamental reforms that we might have 
seen.”

Kirshner advanced that idea, along with 
a host of others, as moderator of the Lund 
Critical Debate in Kennedy Hall’s Call 
Auditorium Sept. 15.

Panelists Barry Eichengreen, economist at 
the University of California-Berkeley, jour-
nalist Robert Kuttner and Eswar Prasad, 
Cornell’s Tolani Senior Professor of Trade 
Policy, spoke about the financial crisis in 
the annual debate, which is part of Cornell’s 
Foreign Policy Initiative led by the Mario 
Einaudi Center for International Studies.

The causes of the crisis include too little 
regulation, too much speculation, a glut 
of foreign lending, and corruption, said 
Prasad.

“There have to be systems in place that 
prevent this from getting out of hand,” 
Prasad said. “Even if people want to do 
crazy things, there has to be something 

that prevents it from becoming a systemic 
event that hurts innocents. And clearly a lot 
of innocents have gotten hurt in this blood-
bath.”

Kuttner argued that bailing out the major 
financial firms may have done more harm 
than good. “Instead of reforming the system 
in a fundamental way, in a moment when 
the system was in a rare state of political 
vulnerability, the ‘reform’ propped up the 
system,” he said.

Recovery is possible, Eichengreen said; 
but more regulation is crucial. “I worry that 
the critical window of opportunity is now 
closing; that the sense of urgency is gone.”

— Lauren Gold

Cornell community urged to 
update emergency contacts

If an emergency posed an 
immediate threat on campus, 
how would you know?

Cornell officials have plans 
in place to quickly alert faculty, 
students and staff in the event 
of an emergency. 

The notification system gets 
the word out by sending mes-
sages via voice, text and e-mail 
as well as sirens and public 
address systems. But the text 
and voice messaging will work 
only if community members 
have registered their contact 
information.

With a test of Cornell’s emer-
gency mass notification sys-
tem planned for early October, 
students, faculty and staff are 
urged to register or update their 
contact information.

“Testing the systems is our 
way of assuring that all will be 
ready when the need arises,” 
said Peggy Matta, director of 
the Office of Emergency Plan-
ning and Recovery. 

To register, students can visit 
https://selfservice.adminapps.
cornell.edu/studentcenter/. 
Select the links for Emergency 
Contact Info and Emergency 
Mass Notification.

Employees should go to 
ht tps://ee.ohr.cornel l.edu/. 
Click on the Personal Informa-
tion tab and select the links for 
EMN Phone Number and Emer-
gency Contact(s).

The information will be used 
to contact members of the com-
munity only in the event of an 
emergency.

New funds to help faculty publish in open-access journals

State-of-the-art Perelman Heart 
Institute opens in New York City

The Ronald O. Perelman Heart 
Institute at NewYork-Presby-
terian Hospital/Weill Cornell 
Medical Center opened Sept. 
14 with a ceremony attended 
by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
David Letterman and Perel-
man, a member of the hospital’s 
board of overseers, who gave 
$50 million to the facility.

The Perelman Heart Institute 
connects all cardiac services, 
from heart disease prevention 
to treatment of arrhythmias 
and complex coronary artery 
disease, and will give patients 
access to the latest technology 
and treatment options, includ-
ing minimally invasive surgical 
procedures, new medications 
and clinical trials.

The Perelman Heart Institute 

functions as a “medical town 
square” with a welcome center, 
a clinical trials enrollment cen-
ter and an interactive education 
resource center.

It will also focus on women’s 
heart health issues.

Although women are twice 
as likely as men to die after 
suffering a heart attack, until 
recently cardiovascular health 
was primarily considered a 
man’s issue. As a result, women 
are less likely to seek treatment 
when they experience a cardiac 
incident, often because they 
fail to identify the symptoms. 
The Perelman Heart Institute 
will reach out to women about 
preventive measures against 
cardiac disease. Visit www.nyp-
heart.org/perelman.

Cornell University Library 
and the Office of the Provost are 
contributing $25,000 each for a 
pilot program to pay publica-
tion fees in open-access journals 
for Cornell faculty, researchers, 
staff and students.

Most scholars receive no com-
pensation for research papers 
they contribute to journals. But 
high subscription costs that pay 
for peer review management, 
editorial services and produc-
tion can limit access to research. 
The current shift from the tra-
ditional print model of schol-
arly information dissemination 

to low-cost digital distribution 
has the potential to remove all 
access barriers to research.

“Open-access journals are 
scholarly journals that are avail-
able online to the reader without 
financial, legal or technical bar-
riers other than those insepa-
rable from gaining access to the 
Internet itself,” said John Saylor, 
associate university librarian for 
scholarly resources and special 
collections. “Successful, highly 
regarded open-access publish-
ers include BioMed Central and 
Public Library of Science, and 
there are more every day.”

To pay for their operating 
expenses, open-access journals 
look to sources of income other 
than subscriptions, such as foun-
dation support, subventions, in-
kind support and, increasingly, 
publication and submission fees 
(often called author fees).

Cornell – along with Dart-
mouth, Harvard, the University 
of California-Berkeley and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology – is participating in the 
Compact for Open-Access Pub-
lishing Equity. Compact insti-
tutions pledge to underwrite 
publication charges for articles 

written by their faculty pub-
lished in open-access journals 
supported in part by author fees.

The Cornell Open-Access 
Publication (COAP) Fund will 
underwrite processing fees for 
scholarly peer-reviewed arti-
cles in open-access journals for 
which funds are not otherwise 
available. Cornell faculty, post-
doctoral researchers, staff or 
student authors can apply for 
COAP funding of up to $3,000.

For information on journal cri-
teria: www.library.cornell.edu/ 
compact.

— George Lowery
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A new grant from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) will support 30 graduate 
students working in the Cornell Center for 
Materials Research (CCMR) on the develop-
ment of materials to advance sustainable 
living. The students will work on projects 
ranging from renewable alternatives to petro-
leum-based feedstocks used in consumer 
polymers, to the design of inexpensive, nano-
structured materials for solar cells.

The new program, called A Graduate 
Traineeship in Materials for a Sustainable 
Future, is supported by a five-year, $3.2 mil-
lion grant from the NSF, recently awarded 
under the agency’s Integrative Gradu-
ate Education and Research Traineeship 
(IGERT) program.

Six graduate students from various sci-
entific fields have been awarded two-year 
IGERT fellowships for 2009-10, and support 
for another class of six fellows is expected 
in 2010-11. Coming from such departments 
as materials science, chemistry, physics and 
fiber science, the students will conduct sus-
tainable materials-related research.

Interdisciplinary in nature, the IGERT’s 
purpose is to train students not only in 
their specific fields, but also to develop 
tomorrow’s engaged and informed scien-
tists, explained principal investigator Paul 
Chirik, the Peter J.W. Debye Professor of 
Chemistry and Chemical Biology. The stu-
dents are required to have a second faculty 
adviser outside their home department to 

bring fresh perspective to their research 
and broaden their outlook.

The program will include a new gradu-
ate-level course that will focus both on the 
principles and techniques necessary for sus-
tainable design, as well as important skills 
for career success, such as public speaking 
and scientific ethics.

The course will include a module taught 
by Stuart Hart, the Samuel C. Johnson Pro-
fessor of Sustainable Global Enterprise at 
the Johnson School, on the intersection of 
science and business when it comes to a 
more sustainable planet.

“The module will give students a dif-
ferent view of what sustainability means 
– how it must be practically implemented, 
and what the business models are for sus-
tainable design,” Chirik said.

The IGERT fellows will also host a stu-
dent-run seminar series raising awareness 
of the technical challenges and scientific 
opportunities that face scientists and engi-
neers working toward a sustainable future. 
The seminar series will be archived online 
for the benefit of students and faculty across 
the U.S. and around the world.

Cornell’s award also contains an interna-
tional component that allows students to 
foster or continue collaborations with scien-
tists from around the globe, including the 
Max Planck Institute in Germany and Sam-
sung in South Korea.

— Anne Ju

NSF grant to broaden grad student 
expertise in sustainable materials

Wearable-art student designers draw from 
dance and music for ‘red’ exhibition

Fabric origami, a dancer and sonorous 
music are among the elements that inspired 
Cornell apparel design majors in the Depart-
ment of Fiber Science & Apparel Design to 
create wearable works of art for the Fourth 
Barbara L. Kuhlman Foundation’s Fiber 
Arts and Wearable Arts Exhibition.

Seven students received grants from the 
Kuhlman Foundation to fund their cre-
ations, which will be on display in the Mann 
Library second-floor gallery through Oct. 17. 
The theme of this year’s exhibit is “Red!”

“Our students have outdone themselves 
this year,” said Anita Racine, a senior lecturer 
who, with fashion design colleague Associ-
ate Professor Van Dyk Lewis, closely men-
tored the students through their yearlong 
design process. Lewis remarked, “They’ve 
put so much thought and consideration into 
developing their artistic concepts, and then 
meticulously detailed the work.”

Junior Nhu-Thu Nguyen incorporated 
elements of Asian culture in her “Monsters 

Under My Red” gown. More than 100 modu-
lar interlocking shapes of fabric origami in 
various proportions are hand-tacked to the 
voluminous under dress. The snake-like 
origami tentacles wrapped around a man-
nequin’s neck and body clutch a pale and 
lifeless form. Junior Meghann Shean’s “See-
ing INfraRED” depicts an artistic interpre-
tation of a dancer’s skin temperature in an 
infrared body scanner.  

In her piece “Vibrato,” fashion designer 
Laura Kung ’10 creates visual representa-
tions of sound. She layered more than 200 
yards of red, pink and white nylon tulle and 
carefully folded it into cascading ‘’sound” 
waves. 

Kuhlman, a lifelong supporter of the fiber 
arts, achieved world-renowned status as a 
collector, lecturer and author in her field. 
The foundation continues her dedication to 
fiber arts with philanthropic sponsorships 
and grants.

— Sheri Hall, College of Human Ecology

Alumni
Lorrie Moore, MFA ’82, reading at Barnes 

and Noble, Sept. 21, 7 p.m., 33 E. 17th St. In 
her first novel in more than a decade, the 
author of the best-selling story collection 
“Birds of America” turns her eye on the 
anxiety and disconnection of post-9/11 
America in “A Gate at the Stairs.” Informa-
tion: 212-253-0810.

Cornell Alumni Admissions Ambassador 
Training, Sept. 21, 6:30 p.m., Cornell Club. 
Lynette Jacobs, lrj3@cornell.edu.

Johnson Club of New York City Wine 
Event, Sept. 23, 7 p.m., Gina Gallery of 
International Naïve Art, 454 Columbus Ave. 
Sample South African wines as well as taste 
delicious hors d’oeuvres. Tasting notes pre-
sented by Matt Trokey, MBA ’04.

“Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into 
Opportunity for Women Worldwide,” Sept. 29, 
noon, Cornell Club. With Pulitzer Prize win-
ners Sheryl WuDunn ’81 and her husband, 
Nicholas Kristof. $45 for lunch and a book. 
Information: Kerry Strassel, 212-692-1381.
Athletics

Volleyball at Columbia University, Sept. 
26, 1 p.m., Levien Gymnasium.

New banners adorn Memorial Room
Willard Straight Hall’s Memorial Room 

has received a facelift, with 13 new college 
banners – and a set of red-and-white spacer 
banners – hanging from its ceiling, thanks 
to a gift from the alumni of the Cornell 
chapter of the fraternity Sigma Phi Society.

The banners, presented Sept. 11 by Daniel 
Mansoor ’79, MBA ’80, to Dean of Students 
Kent Hubbell and Vice Presidents Susan 
Murphy and Charles Phlegar, replace a set 
of banners that were presented to Cornell in 
1990, also from Sigma Phi.

Every college is represented with its 
updated logo on its own banner, Mansoor 
said, noting that the set includes banners 
for Weill Cornell Medical College in New 
York City and in Qatar.

Honoring the late George Peter 
Nearly 140 retirees and guests gathered 

at the Cornell Recreation Connection (CRC) 
Park on Sept. 10 for the Cornell Retirees 
Association’s annual barbecue. The event 
was renamed “The George Peter Memo-
rial Barbecue” to honor the memory of one 
of Cornell’s true champions, George Peter, 
who died in August 2008. Peter retired in 
1988 after more than 40 years of service. 
He gave another 20 years as a retiree. The 
Cornell Retirees Association (CRA) Board 
said it was a fitting tribute to honor Peter at 
this event because he was very active in the 
CRA and the CRC.
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spotlight Classroom Tech

focus on connections
Changeover to new e-mail systems 
for students, faculty, staff has begun

Edited by Bill Steele WS21@cornell.edu

Larger e-mail mailboxes and 
a suite of new tools are now 

available to students and soon 
will be available to faculty and 
staff. The university is retiring 
its “postoffice” e-mail system and 
moving students to Google Apps 
Education Edition, a free suite of 
online communication and col-
laboration tools for educational 
institutions, and faculty and staff 
to a Microsoft Exchange system.

The familiar NetID@cornell.
edu e-mail address format will 
continue for all users.

Google Apps, which Cornell 
Information Technologies (CIT) 
has dubbed Cmail, offers mail-
boxes that are more than 20 
times larger than what Cornell 
now provides, plus personal 
calendars, instant messaging, 
Web site space and secure ways 
to share and work together on 
documents.

CIT also had planned to offer 
students the similar Microsoft 
Live@edu with Outlook Live 
service, dubbed Umail, but has 
determined that the service does 
not yet meet Cornell’s require-
ments. It may be offered this aca-
demic year, depending on what 
Microsoft is able to deliver.

All new students entering 
since April were given Cmail 
accounts when they activated 
their NetIDs. Returning students 
are being encouraged to switch 
their existing postoffice accounts 
to Cmail. More than 9,000 return-
ing students have decided to use 
Cmail. Counting the nearly 6,000 
new students who automatically 
received Cmail accounts, about 
half the student body is now on 
Cmail.

“We will be launching a pub-
licity campaign to get more stu-
dents to switch to Cmail, with the 
desire to have most continuing 
students on Cmail by the end of 
this academic year,” said Chuck 
Boeheim, assistant director of sys-
tems services in CIT, adding that 
the goal is to be able to shut down 
the postoffice system soon after.

Later this fall CIT expects to 
begin moving some 15,000 fac-
ulty and staff accounts from the 
postoffice system to a Microsoft 
Exchange server maintained by 
CIT, offering each user 7 GB of 
space along with new ways to 
integrate e-mail, calendar, task 
lists and address books; more 
options for organizing e-mail; 
and flexible, secure ways to del-
egate e-mail and calendar man-
agement to other individuals. 
Graduate and professional stu-
dents will be offered Exchange 
accounts in addition to Cmail.

The move to Exchange will be 
carried out one college or unit at 
a time, on a staggered schedule 
lasting into early spring. Once 
everyone has moved, calendar-
ing will be switched from the 
current Oracle calendar system 
to an Exchange calendar.

Any e-mail program will 
work with the Exchange sys-
tem, but Microsoft Outlook for 
Windows, Microsoft Entourage 
for Macintosh and Apple Mail 
4 – part of Apple’s new Snow 
Leopard operating system – all 
include tools for integrating 
mail, calendar and contact lists. 
CIT will offer a suite of software 
tools to help users migrate from 
other e-mail programs.

CIT offers free instructor-led 
and self-directed training for 
using Outlook and Entourage. 
The complete list of training 
resources is at www.cit.cor-
nell.edu/training/office2007/
outlook.cfm. Units that plan to 
switch to these e-mail clients 
can request workshops for their 
faculty and staff or can run 
their own training programs 
using or adapting CIT’s train-
ing materials.

To find out more about the 
new Exchange system for fac-
ulty and staff, see www.cit.
cornell.edu/facstaff_email/. To 
find out more about Cmail for 
students, see www.cornell.edu/
student_email/.

— Bill Steele and Beth Lyons

North Campus is fully wired for 
Wi-Fi, has expanded cell service 

Entering freshmen who 
brought laptops (that’s almost 
all of them) can now carry 
them down the hall to their 
friends’ dorm rooms and stay 
connected. 

Wi-Fi service (known on 
campus as Red Rover) has 
been extended throughout 
all North Campus buildings. 
Wi-Fi is available in common 
rooms in parts of West Cam-
pus and in Collegetown. CIT 
plans to add an additional 540 
access points to those areas by 
fall 2010. Cellular phone ser-
vice also is expanding.

A recent nationwide survey 
found that students consider 
Wi-Fi “as essential to educa-
tion as classrooms,” and that 
its availability could influence 
their choice of school.

Once signed up with Red 
Rover service, a computer will 
recognize and connect to it 
anywhere on campus, includ-
ing all libraries and most 
classrooms. Visitors to cam-
pus who don’t have Cornell 
NetIDs can also connect by 
filling out a short online form. 
See www.cit.cornell.edu/ser-
vices/redrover/howto.cfm for 
details and click the “Cover-
age” link for a map of build-
ings served.

As promised, AT&T has 

added new cellular anten-
nas on Bradfield and Mary 
Donlon halls, enhancing 
coverage throughout the 
campus, but particularly in 
freshman housing on North 
Campus, matching coverage 
that was already available 
from Verizon. New antennas 
are designed, CIT says, “to 
complement the university’s 
historical campus aesthetics.” 
CIT has invited other cellular 
carriers to upgrade their cam-
pus coverage. 

iPhones should now connect 
just about anywhere on cam-
pus – except perhaps under-
ground, and technicians are 
working on that. Meanwhile, 
iPhones and other smart-
phones can connect via Red 
Rover. 

AT&T’s network on campus 
and in the greater Ithaca area 
fully supports both 2G (EDGE) 
and 3G (UMTS) services. Mov-
ing out of town, however, users 
will fall back to 2G. AT&T has 
so far deployed 3G only in the 
major population centers in 
upstate New York.

As a related sign of the 
times, landline phones are 
no longer standard in dorm 
rooms, although students still 
can sign up for one.

— Bill Steele

In college, just like K-12, the students often know more 
about computers than the teachers. So the Student Technol-
ogy Assistant Program employs students to help faculty 
deploy modern technology in their classrooms. Faculty and 
instructors can visit the Academic Technology Centers in the 
Computing and Communications Center and Simpson Hall, 
or phone 255-9760 to arrange for an appointment for one-on-
one assistance in the teacher’s office.

Help is available to:
• Create course Web sites (hosting is provided);
• Transfer audio and video to digital formats for use in 

PowerPoint or on the Web;
• Learn and use Blackboard;
• Create Web surveys to gather statistics about teaching 

techniques, classroom content or other topics.
More info at http://atc.cit.cornell.edu/atc/faculty/stap.cfm.
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Any chemist with access to the Internet 
can now use a powerful tool to help them 
accurately identify the structure of a pro-
tein, thanks to recently published work led 
by Harold A. Scheraga, Cornell’s Todd Pro-
fessor of Chemistry Emeritus.

The research team has created a computa-
tional database that can determine the quality 
of a protein structure by comparing observed 
and predicted chemical shifts, which are fin-
gerprints of the conformations of individual 
residues in a protein. These changes provide 
information with which to validate, deter-
mine or refine protein structures.

The public service, called the CheShift 
server, is at cheshift.com and is described in 
the Sept. 7 online Early Edition of the Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of Sciences.

“What we have provided is a methodol-
ogy,” Scheraga said. “Anybody can go to 
our Web server and get the information that 
we have provided.”

A widely used method of imaging protein 
structures is called Nuclear Magnetic Reso-
nance (NMR) spectroscopy, which works by 
detecting the magnetic spin of certain nuclei 
and using that information to deduce what 
the full structure looks like. In particular, 
chemists have long relied on measuring the 
chemical shift of carbon-13, a stable isotope 
of the element carbon that is incorporated in 
proteins for NMR experiments.

But with any given protein sample, the 
image produced by NMR spectroscopy may 

not exactly be correct. There can be up to 20 
possible structures determined from NMR-
derived data, and there is no easy way to tell 
which one is correct.

Using quantum-chemical methods, Scher-
aga and collaborators have computed all 
the possible chemical shifts for carbon-13 
nuclei for all 20 naturally occurring amino 
acids, the building blocks of proteins, and 
uploaded them to the CheShift server. Users 
can simply upload their experimentally 
determined structures into the server. They 
can then compare their experimental values 
for the carbon-13 chemical shifts with those 
predicted by the server, to see if they match.

“When someone reports NMR-determined 
structures, how do we know if they are cor-
rect?” Scheraga said. “The field needed new, 
reliable validation methods, and no one had 
provided the answer to that question.”

The CheShift server contains more than 
a half-million computed carbon-13 chemi-
cal shifts. It is the result of research con-
ducted for about one year in Scheraga’s lab 
in collaboration with Jorge A. Vila, a Cornell 
senior research associate and a researcher 
at the Universidad Nacional de San Luis in 
Argentina; Yelena A. Arnautova, a former 
Cornell research associate; and Osvaldo A. 
Martin, a graduate student of Vila.

The research was funded by the National 
Institutes of Health and the National Sci-
ence Foundation.

— Anne Ju

New Cornell-developed database can help 
researchers verify protein structures

Environmental engineering degree 
program receives accreditation

Cornell’s environmental engineering 
degree program, created in 2002, has been 
accredited by ABET Inc., certifying that the 
program meets the most rigorous standards 
of quality and education of the environmen-
tal engineering profession.

Now, students can major in environmen-
tal engineering and graduate with an ABET-
accredited degree in that field, which also 
qualifies them to sit for the Fundamentals of 
Engineering examination. The test is admin-
istered by the National Council of Examin-
ers for Engineering and Surveying and is 
required for the certification of Professional 
Engineer (PE). Students often elect to take 
the exam while they are still in school.

Previously, because environmental engi-
neering was not accredited by ABET, stu-
dents often also chose a second, accredited 
major – usually civil engineering or bio-
logical engineering. The accreditation now 
frees up students to concentrate solely on 
their discipline of choice, officials say.

Longstanding cooperation between the 
departments of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering in the College of Engineering 
and Biological and Environmental Engi-
neering in the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences has allowed students to study 
environmental engineering for many years. 
During the 1990s, the two units worked out 
details to create a concentration, bridging 
common courses and curricula. Further col-
laboration resulted in the environmental 
engineering major in 2002 – one of the few 
majors anywhere offered jointly by depart-
ments in different colleges.

After creating the major in 2002, Cornell 
began the process of seeking ABET accredi-
tation, which culminated with a visit to 
campus in fall 2008 by ABET representatives 
to evaluate the program. The accreditation 
covers the dates of May 2007-September 
2011. Students who graduated in 2007 or 
2008 will therefore get accredited degrees 
retroactively.

CU recognized with CASE awards
Cornell has garnered three wins in the 

Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education annual Circle of Excellence 
Awards, a worldwide competition that hon-
ors exemplary programs and activities in 
higher education in several areas of com-
munications, alumni relations and fund-
raising.

The awards are:
• Gold in Individual Photographs cat-

egory for a photo taken by Jason Koski of a 
researcher at Shoals Marine Lab in Maine;

• Bronze in the category Individual Sub-
Web Sites, for University Photography’s 
Image Library, which was developed and is 
managed by Corey Chimko; and

• Bronze in the category Individual Spe-
cial Events, for the dedication of Weill Hall 
and the Joan and Sanford I. Weill Institute 
for Cell and Molecular Biology. The event 
was managed by the Campaign Office of 
the Division of Alumni Affairs and Devel-
opment, with assistance from Weill Hall 
staff and faculty members.

This year CASE received more than 2,800 
entries from 13 countries in 39 categories.

van Es honored for diversity efforts
Cindy van Es, senior lecturer in applied 

economics and management, is one of five 
faculty members in the nation to receive 
the new Inclusive Excellence Award for 
Accounting and Business School Faculty 
from Ernst & Young LLP.

She and the other four recipients were 
recognized for their “extraordinary efforts 
to advance inclusiveness” at their respec-
tive universities by “helping to create more 
diverse learning environments that will 
ultimately help their students succeed in 
today’s global workforce.”

Van Es was nominated by colleagues and 
students in the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences for her leadership in directing 
the Business Opportunities in Leadership 
and Diversity Program.

VanPool program ready to roll
Looking to beat the high cost of commut-

ing? Look no further – VanPool has arrived 
in Ithaca.

TCAT’s community VanPool program 
is open to anyone commuting to or from 
Tompkins County. Typically, groups of 
five to 14 people share the ride in a com-
muter van provided by VPSI Inc., a national 
leader in commuter vanpool companies. 
The monthly fee, which takes into account 
the size of van, the number of people in the 
group and the monthly mileage, includes 
all maintenance and insurance costs and 
can even include fuel.

For information, see www.commuting.
cornell.edu.
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Endowed open enrollment
The open enrollment period 

for endowed faculty and staff 
members for health and den-
tal plans and Select Benefits 
(Medical Reimbursement and 
Dependent Care Reimburse-
ment) accounts is Nov. 1-30. Late 
forms will not be accepted. This 
way, faculty and staff members 
will have their health and den-
tal cards by the new year and 
their Select Benefits accounts 
prepared for reimbursements 
as soon as possible.
Contract college info

Open enrollment for con-
tract college faculty and staff 
members coincides with the 
New York State Option Transfer 
Period, whose timing is still not 
determined but usually occurs 
just before Thanksgiving and 
lasts for 30 days. During the 
enrollment period, contract col-
lege faculty and staff members 
can make their health plan and 
Select Benefits (Medical Care 
and Dependent Care Reim-

bursement) decisions for the 
coming year.
Online enrollment

The online enrollment sys-
tem eBenefits will be accessible 
to endowed employees during 
November and for contract col-
lege employees during the New 
York State Option Transfer Period. 
With the exception of the New 
York state health and dental 
plans, which do not permit online 
enrollments, all open enrollment 
changes must be entered through 
the online system.
Life insurance enrollment

CIGNA, the life insurance 
company that provides the 
voluntary group life insurance 
plan for faculty and staff mem-
bers and their family members, 
will hold a special enrollment 
period, Oct. 19-30. CIGNA will 
send out a packet of information 
to all eligible faculty and staff 
members, showing the current 
values of their life insurance 
coverage, with the opportunity 
to apply for more coverage.

   essen 
   tials<<<ideas>>people 

>>details>>data 
>>happenings

The>>

 >Seen & Heard
How do airplanes stay aloft? You might be surprised.
There’s a simple mathematical explanation for many of life’s myster-
ies – and Keith Devlin, Stanford mathematician and NPR’s “math guy,” 
explained a few in a packed-to-the-rafters lecture in Malott Hall Sept. 10.

But when it comes to the mathematics behind airplane flight – well, 
there are a few problems with the explanation in many pilot manuals, 
Devlin noted.

Think of the diagram you’ve seen depicting air flow around a cross-
section of an airplane wing. Air flowing over the curved top has to travel 
faster than air flowing over the straight bottom – that creates a pres-
sure differential, which creates lift.

Right?

“But you begin to suspect something’s wrong,” he said, “when you 
remember that airplanes can fly upside down.”

Oh.

Actually, Devlin said, “I’ve not yet become convinced that we have a 
really good explanation” for why airplanes stay aloft. Consider that one 
a work in progress.

— Lauren Gold

>Off the press
‘The Calculus of Friendship’
The best teachers are not always the ones who teach us the most in 
class, or the ones we choose initially or consciously to be our mentors. 
Sometimes, they are simply the ones who love the thing we love, or who 
guide us by example.

“The Calculus of Friendship” is the story of a student, Cornell mathema-
tician Steve Strogatz, and his teacher, high school calculus teacher Don 
Joffray – and their intersection over 35 years.

For most of those years, the two corresponded sporadically, in ebbs 
and flows, as they each lived their own lives. “A lot has happened to us 
over the last 30 years,” Strogatz said at a reading Sept. 10 at Buffalo 
Street Books. “But in our letters to each other we don’t talk about those 
things. We just do math problems.”

He went back to see Joffray, and discovered that while his own math 
expertise had long surpassed his teacher’s, he continued to learn from 
the man he calls “a shining star of generosity and humility.”

— Lauren Gold

>Be Essential
Have a tip to share on something essential, interesting, hidden, strange 
or otherwise worth knowing about at Cornell? Send it to cunews@cornell.
edu and include “Essential” in the subject line. 

Tickets available for Oct. 10  
CU Employee Celebration

Benefits open enrollment 
deadlines change this fall

Tickets are on sale through 
Oct. 2 for the annual Cornell 
Employee Celebration, which 
will feature a variety of Cornell 
athletic events and a community 
dinner in Barton Hall, Saturday, 
Oct. 10. 

The football game against Har-
vard kicks off at 12:30 p.m., and 
the community dinner, offering 
a choice of barbecued chicken 
or pasta Provençal, takes place 
2:30-4:30 p.m. Additional activi-
ties include CrossRoad Clown, 
the Cornell mascot and march-
ing band, and a community fair 
offering a variety of departmen-
tal displays.

More than 100 volunteers are 
needed to help with setup (10 a.m.-
noon), meal serving and coor-
dination (2:30-5 p.m. with break 
for dinner) and cleanup (4:30-6 
p.m.). To volunteer, contact Cheryl 
McGraw at 255-7565 or crm54@
cornell.edu. Volunteers receive a 
complimentary ticket.

Tickets can be purchased at 
the Athletic Department Ticket 
Office, Bartels Hall (M-F, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Cornell ID required) 
or call 255-4247. A $5 ticket 
includes dinner and all athletic 
events listed below; tickets for 
either the dinner or athletic 
events that charge admission are 
available for $3 each. 

Free athletic events Oct. 10 
include: volleyball against Dart-
mouth at 4 p.m., women’s soccer 
against Harvard at 4:30 p.m. and 
men’s soccer against Harvard at 
7 p.m.

For a full list of celebration 
activities, visit www.ohr.cornell. 
edu/commitment/staffEvents/
ECD.html. Parking in Hoy Garage 
is free with a Cornell ID. The 
celebration is sponsored by the 
Division of Human Resources; 
Department of Athletics and 
Physical Education; Cornell 
Catering; and PepsiCo. Inc.

— Nancy Doolittle

http://www.news.cornell.edu
http://blogs.cornell.edu/theessentials/
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Sept09/employeeDayTix.html
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Aug09/WLopenEnroll.html
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1. ‘Spoglia’: stage to screen
Cornell Cinema will present live music by 
Mary Brett Lorson and Jennie Lowe Stearns 
with films inspired by Italian cinema in 
“Spoglia Redux,” Sept. 19 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Willard Straight Theatre.
The innovative set of short films by Byron 
Suber, a lecturer in Theatre, Film and 
Dance, originally was created for “Spoglia,” 
a live multimedia performance in March 
2008 at the Schwartz Center, directed and 
choreographed by Suber with subsequent 
performances in New Orleans, New York, 
Dublin, Paris and Rome. The films share a 
preoccupation with Rome as a film location 
and contrasting feelings of home and exile. 
Shot in Ithaca, the shorts re-create scenes 
from Italian neorealist and postwar clas-
sics including Roberto Rossellini’s “Rome, 
Open City,” Pier Paolo Pasolini’s “Accatone” 
and “Mamma Roma,” Federico Fellini’s “La 
Dolce Vita” and Michelangelo Antonioni’s 
“L’ecclise (The Eclipse).” Tickets are $8, $6 
for students and senior citizens, at Cor-
nellCinemaTickets.com.

2. Birds and beans
Learn how coffee drinking habits can help 
conserve bird habitat at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology’s Bird-Friendly Coffee Expo, 
Sept. 20 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 159 Sap-
sucker Woods Road.
Displays and videos in the lab’s observatory 
will show how birds are affected by coffee 
plantations and the science behind bird-
friendly, shade-grown coffee. Bring a mug 
to taste a variety of bird-friendly brands. 

6
things 
to do Andrew Gillis

Pianist Gabriela Montero opens the Cornell Concert Series season Sept. 20. See No. 3.

Visitors can also take a guided bird walk 
at 8 a.m. that day. Information: www.birds.
cornell.edu. 

3. Improvisational spirit
Pianist Gabriela Montero will open the 
2009-10 Cornell Concert Series season with 
a recital Sunday, Sept. 20, at 8 p.m. in Bailey 
Hall. Born in Venezuela, Montero performed 
in the John Williams quartet at President 
Barack Obama’s inauguration and has 
appeared on NPR’s “Performance Today” 
and CBS’s “60 Minutes.” She will play solo 
piano works by Brahms and Ginastera, fol-
lowed by live improvisations on themes and 
melodies suggested by audience members. 
Reserved seating tickets are $22, $28 and $32 
for the general public, $16 for students in all 
sections. The Cornell discount rate is avail-
able online only with valid NetID, at www.
cornellconcertseries.com or www.baileyt-
ickets.com. Also available at Ticket Center 
Ithaca, in Center Ithaca on the Commons; or 
by phone: 607-273-4497 or 800-284-8422.

4. Judy’s Day
Celebrate plant traditions from around the 
world at Judy’s Day, a free family learn-
ing festival with exhibits, stories, music, 
food, crafts and activities, Sept. 20 from 1 
to 5 p.m. at Cornell Plantations’ F.R. New-
man Arboretum. The event features more 
than 70 booths and 20 tents full of activi-
ties including “Native Peoples, Native 
Plants,” “Rice Is Life,” “Chocolate – Food of 
the Gods,” and booths highlighting plant 
uses in herbal remedies, holiday traditions, 
musical instruments and more.

The annual festival, started in 1997, is held 
in memory of Judy Abrams (1940-96), an 
Ithaca teacher and community volunteer. 
Parking is free at Cornell’s B Lot, off Route 
366. A shuttle bus will make regular runs 
to the arboretum. Information: plantations.
cornell.edu/node/1689.

5. Darwish memorial
The Institute for Comparative Modernities 
(ICM) will host a Mahmoud Darwish Memo-
rial Forum Sept. 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m. in the A.D. 
White House, followed by a public reception. 
The Palestinian poet (1941-2008) is known 
throughout the Arab world and internation-
ally, with more than 30 poetry and prose col-
lections translated into 35 languages.
The ICM will remember Darwish’s work 
with a keynote address by Iraqi writer/trans-
lator Sinan Antoon; readings of his poetry 
by Cornell faculty members Salah Hassan, 
Deborah Starr, Reem Fadda and others; and 
the Cornell Middle Eastern and Mediterra-
nean Ensemble performing Marcel Khalife’s 
musical settings of Darwish’s poems.
Information: www.icm.arts.cornell.edu. 

6. ‘Science Friday’ tickets
NPR’s “Science Friday,” with host Ira Fla-
tow, will broadcast live from Cornell’s Bai-
ley Hall Friday, Oct. 9, from 2 to 4 p.m. The 
event is presented by WEOS-FM.
Free tickets, limited to two per person, are 
available at the Willard Straight Hall Ticket 
Desk and Ticket Center Ithaca on the Com-
mons; printable online tickets will be avail-
able starting Sept. 21 at BaileyTickets.com.
Information: www.weos.org/sciencefriday.

Sept. 18 - 25, 2009
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